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INTERESTING CAR 
One for Martin! 

MEMBERS’ CARS 
Ian Lamont’s new ZS 180 



Mrs Grumpy’s 
Grumble

INTERESTING CAR 
1955 Aston Martin DB3S Coupe

FOR SALE 

MGF Hardtop, unpainted. Offers £75+. 
Contact Michelle Bell at 
jymichb@yahoo.co.uk

Following a jaunt to Plockton, I feel the 
need to mention single track road etiquette 
- which the majority followed - and the 
occasional lack of it! 

Actually, we only met two utter dipsticks - 
everyone else was courteous and sensible, 
stopping in the passing place if it was 
nearest them or giving you a cheery wave if 
you’d stopped for them. Which was just as 
well because on the single track roads 
round Plockton and Applecross, we met two 
scaffy wagons, a timber lorry, a bus, a 
Tesco delivery van and numerous large 
motor homes - some of which were heading 
to the very steep and hairpinny Applecross 
road. Presumably because it’s on the NC500 
route - but the mind boggles! 

Anyway, back to the dipsticks - not 
foreigners but possibly irate locals who are 
fed up with grockles bringing money into 
the area or maybe they were visitors who 
were complete arrogant idiots! 

Interestingly enough, they were both 
driving large SUVs at speed. The first 
hammered past a passing place and met a 
hapless car just past it - but he still 
expected the car to reverse a long way 
back to a passing place. Perhaps the 
Dipstick couldn’t do reversing?? 

The second drove at a rate of knots from a 
two lane section into a single track bit - in 
spite of me coming towards him on the 
single track bit. If he’d lifted off a bit, I’d 
have got onto the two lane part and we’d 
have passed safely, instead of him nearly 
wiping out Boris the black ‘B - it’s just as 
well an GT is a narrow car!

This rather sad looking (but seems quite 
solid) MGB has been languishing in 
Innerleithen for some time. Apparently 
the owner has died and we’re trying to 
track down the person who now owns it 
as it should make someone a decent 
resto project.

mailto:jymichb@yahoo.co.uk


STIRLING SHOW
We had ten cars signed in for the Stirling Show, but one didn’t make it due to carb. problems. It 
was a bit cold and grey at the Dobbies meet up, but it stayed dry and the sun even came out!

Then there was the usual gazebo pole dance, but the chaps sorted it very quickly! It was good to 
try out our new feather flags and 40th banner. Thanks to Jim for getting them organised.



Once the stand was set up we were free to 
wander round the show and see the huge 
variety of cars there - the show was a bit 
smaller than usual, perhaps due to lingering 
Covid fears. I got rid of some Triumph books 
and parts that I’d found in the lock-up and 
met lots of people I knew - from the Octagon 
Club, the Caledonian Centre and other MG 
areas. We also signed up two new members so 
hope to meet them again at future events.  

Picnics were had, members of the public 
chatted to about MGs in general and your car 
in particular - all in all a good day out!  
Mrs Grumpy 
PS: Steve’s engine bay is challenging Bill’s for 
the smartest one in the club!



SCENIC RUN
This was ably organised by Neil & Margaret Douglas and was a scenic tour through the Lothians, 
ending up at Fenton Barns Cafe for a late lunch. We only had 7 cars as Doune Hillclimb was on 
this weekend, but we all had a great day out. 

The meet up was at Sainsbury at Straiton and after the gossip and pikkies, we set off with a fairly 
challenging Google Maps route - which IMHO has far too much info that ends up being confusing!! 
There were also some missing road signs and a road closure - but we all made it to the finish, 
albeit following the route fairly loosely. However, it was picturesque with a good mix of nice 
driving roads that weren’t too busy - although there were some spectacular potholes, but we had 
been warned!

Once at Fenton Barns, Dave Mac snapped a pic at us waving at one of our number arriving - 
don’t ask me who. Then it was into the cafe for a delicious lunch - the Fenton Barns Farm Shop 
& Cafe is well worth a visit if you’re out near North Berwick. We all headed back to our cars 
laden with goodies! Thanks again to Neil & Margaret for organising it and some of the pics - I’ve 
added more photos so you can see what you missed! Mrs Grumpy





PARIS RETROMOBILE 2

As promised some more of Martin Finch’s photos of the other (some quite quirky) exhibits from the 
RetroMobile - including a WW2 Panther.





PLOCKTON PICS

Malcolm wanted to do the Plockton trip with the Octagon Club, but it had been postponed. So he 
suggested that Ernie & Elizabeth joined him with their TC and I come in the Wee Madam. At which 
point I said that I’d love to come but not in a car that I hadn’t driven more than 10 miles and had 
no roof or heater. What if it rained? And I really don’t trust the Wee Besom not to let me down - so 
I negotiated to be allowed to go in one of the MGBs. In the event is was Boris the black ‘B as I 
hadn’t sorted the V8’s battery and he would be more economical - he managed 30 mpg. Ernie 
meanwhile, had seen the weather forecast and decided he wanted a roof and a heater too, so 
they came in Elizabeth’s new Beetle. 

I took Tony W as navigator and we had a leisurely run up to Plockton followed by a trip round 
Applecross the next day. I tweaked my back so Tony & I left a day early to get to the Physio while 
the others went to Skye and did the Glenelg ferry - in the rain. I just hope is wasn’t as heavy as 
we got on the way down! Mrs Grumpy (Thanks to Elizabeth for the photo of the Applecross road)



INTERESTING SNIPPET 1 

How do you make an MG fly? 

Park it in the wrong place! Emo 

(Ed: Especially in Embra!)

INTERESTING SNIPPET 2 

Craig sent in this pic of his Mum’s 
front garden - apparently a drunk 
failed to stop. No-one hurt except  

the wall!



FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
All provisional

EDINBURGH MG CLUB 

Area Secretary 
Allan Digance 
0131 667 8587 
allan.digance@blueyonder.co.uk 

Membership Secretary 
Tony Woods 
0131 445 2908 
twoods.mg@btinternet.com     

Newsletter Editor 
Helen Kirkness 
0131 440 2462 
mrsgrrumpy@aol.com 

Webmaster 
David Turner 
0131 441 1468 
dm.turner270@gmail.com  
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Martin Fraser 
07774 857058 
martinfraser51@icloud.com 

Jim Tierney 
07803 247794 
tierneyjn@btinternet.com 

Steve Hastwell 
steve.hastwell@blueyonder.co.uk 

Fraser Watt 
07980 614940 
frasergbwatt@gmail.com 

Please feel free to contact the committee if 
you have any queries. 

Monthly meetings have resumed at the 
rugby cub, second Thursday 7.30 for 8pm 

June 9   Meeting  

June 19  Thirlestane Castle - Please  
   be at the show ground by   
   9am so we can set up an   
   attractive display. £5 a car. 
   
June 26  Run & picnic to Model 
   Railway Society, Start 10am  
   at Sainsbury, Straiton.   
   We’ll have a scenic run to 
   Almondell for a picnic (bring  
   your own) followed by a run  
   on the wee steam engines or  
   a driver experience - £5   
   each. Names to Helen 

July 10  Glamis Castle show - contact  
   Kay Dennis  at       
   ekdennis@btinternet.com 

July 14  Meeting, Raffle & BBQ 

July 16  RNLI day at Dunbar. Contact 
   Martin. 

August 11  Meeting 

August 28  Carhailes at Newhailes 

September 4  Gymkhana, Lathalmond, 
    Vintage Bus Museum 

September 8  Open meeting/raffle 

September 25 Gathering of the Clans, 
    Doune 

Events that may be of interest 
August 7th  Aberdeen show 
    at Drum Castle 
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